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3. Soo Line Painting and Lettering History

   When built, the cars were painted mineral red overall with black ends.    
The “$-sign” herald had a black background. See the builder’s photo on the 
following page.

After WWII, new cars and repaints were done in a lighter oxide red. The 
black background to the “$-sign” herald was no longer used. Black ends 
lasted until mid-1951. The 4’ block “SOO LINE” was introduced during 
1951 and the “$-sign” herald was no longer used on new or repainted 40’ 
and 50’ steel boxcars.. Note that there are two different “S” characters in-
cluded with the block lettering. The one with the slanted middle bar was 
used from 1951 until 1958. Thereafter, the one with the horizontal middle 
bar was generally used on new cars and repaints. Beginning in the later 
1950s, a more boxcar red color was used on Soo repaints.

3. Painting for This Model

    Before painting, wash the car again with Dawn; rinse and let dry. 
As for the color and types of paint, that’s an individual choice. In this 

case, I used Testor’s Model Master British Crimson for the basic body color 
and Scalecoat I black for the underframe and trucks. For this model I was 
looking for a car that had been repainted since being built, but hadn’t yet 
been repainted with the large “SOO LINE” name. My car received mineral 
red ends. Also for this car I wanted a roof that had “just about” lost all its 
paint. Prior to painting the body, the roof was given a coat of galvanized 
paint, which in this case is a 50/50 mix of Testor’s Model Master Aluminum 
and flat white. When dry the car was given a coat of Testor’s gloss coat for 
decaling.

4. Final Detailing

Place small amounts of Pliobond on the roof supports. Carefully place 
the running board on the roof supports, equidistant between ends. Touch 
the roof supports with small amounts of ACC when the Pliobond is dry to 
set the running board.

Bend and install the end running board supports between the running 
board and car end and cement. When dry, trim the running board to match 

the support ends.
Bend the lateral running board supports and cement to the back side 

of the lateral running boards. Using a #78 drill, drill through the wood 
where the holes are etched in the supports. Now cement the lateral running 
boards and supports to the car roof. Form 0.0125” wire for the corner grabs 
and, with the etched eyebolts, cement to the laterals.

Attach the underframe to the body, making sure that that the brake cyl-
inder is oriented toward the “B” end. Install the trucks, adjusting the cou-
pler height with Kadee fiber washers.

Form cut levers from 0.0125” wire using the prototype photos to deter-
mine their shape and attach to the car.

Finish up the model with the lettering scheme of your choice and fol-
low by sealing the car with flat glaze. After weathering, the model is ready 
for the layout. And don’t forget to make the car card for your new piece of 
freight equipment. 

4. A Note on Trucks

   We asked Brian Leppart of Tahoe Models which truck fits closest to the 
ones used on these cars; “Those are ‘self-aligning spring-plankless double-
truss’ trucks, just like my #007s but with closer-spaced springs.  Tangent 
makes a somewhat similar double-truss truck with the closer spring spac-
ing, but they sit on a spring plate.” So, Tahoe Models #007 Double-Truss 
sideframes are provided in the kit, as they’re the closest match to the pro-
totype’s trucks.


